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*MAF=Million Acre-Feet 

**30-year average, from 1981-2010 (current normal)

• WY 2015 (forecast): 9.83 91%

• April-July 2015 (forecast): 6.29 88%

• June (observed): 3.39 127%

• July (forecasted): .65 60%

MAF* % Avg**

Unregulated Inflow Into Lake Powell 
As of July 13, 2015 



Percent of
Capacity

Δ from last year

Lake Mead elev. 1075.79 ft 37% 6.11 ft

Lake Powell elev. 3,614.25 ft 54% 4.63 ft

Total System 
Storage (7/2015)

31.40 maf 53%

0.71 maf

Total System 
Storage (7/2014)

30.69 maf 51%

Storage Conditions 
As of July 13, 2015 

• 



Colorado River Reservoir Storages

Basin Reservoir Max Storage *Current Storage Percentage
Current Storage 

subtotals 

Upper Basin

Crystal Reservoir 17,356 17,159 99%

6,230,809

Flaming Gorge 3,749,000 3,525,692 94%

Fontenelle 344,800 285,913 83%

Morrow Point 117,190 116,531 99%

Blue Mesa 829,500 821,638 99%

Navajo 1,696,000 1,463,876 86%

Lake Powell 24,322,000 13,125,848 54%

Lower Basin

Lake Mead 26,120,000 9,633,000 37%

Lake Mohave 1,809,800 1,718,900 95%
2,326,900

Lake Havasu 619,400 608,000 98%

TOTAL 59,625,046 31,316,557 53%

*Data current as 6/4/2015

http://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/hourly/levels.html

http://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/rsvrs/ops/r40day.html
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Lake Powell End of Month Elevations 
(based on July 2015 24-month Study) 
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Unregulated Inflow into Lake Powell 
WY2015 WY2016 
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- - • Maximum Probab le - Lake Powell Release of 9.0 maf in WY2015 and 9.0 maf in WY2016 

- Most probabl e - Lake Pow ell Release of 9.0 maf in WY2015 and 9.0 maf in WY2016 

- - • Minimum Probable - Lake Pow ell Release o f 8.93 maf in WY2015 and 7.48 maf in WY2016 
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Lake Mead End of Month Elevation Projections 
(Projections based on the July 2015 24-month study) 
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In August, the 24 M onth Study will be used 

t o det ermine if Lake Mead is in shortage by 
looking at the January 1st elevation projecti on. 

If M ead is at or below 1075' on January 1stthere• 

will be a shortage condition decl ared fo r the 
fo llowing year. The most probable projection 

is at elevation 1:082.12 for January 1, 2016. 
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Date 

- Actual Data - End of month measurements 

2015 

- - - Max imum Probable - Lake Powell Re·le·ase of 9.0 maf in WY2015 and 9.0 maf in WY2016 

- Most probable - Lake Pow ell Release of 9.0 maf in WY2015 and 9.0 maf in WY2016 

2016 

- - - M inimum P robable - Lake Pow ell Release of 8.93 maf in WY2015 and 7.48 maf in WY2016 

2017 



http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/RegionalDroughtMonitor.aspx?west

U.S. Drought Monitor 
West 

•/ReaionalDrouahtMorntor.asox rwest 

June 30, 2015 
(Released Thursday July 2, 2015) 

Valid 8 a.m. EDT 

ntensity: 
00 -Ab11ormally ry 
D1 - Moderate Drought 

- D2 - Severe Drought 

- D3-Extreme Drouglrit 
- D4 - Exceptimial Drought 



http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.png

U.S. Seasonal Drouaht Outlook 
Drought Tendency During ffie Valid Period 

Author: 
Anthony Artusa 
NOAAINWSINCEPIC/imate Prediction Center 

Valid for June 18 - September 30, 2015 
Released Jun,e 18, 2015 

De picts large-scale tren ds based 
on subjectively de rived probabilities 
gui ded by short- and lo ng-range 
statistical an,d dynamical fore casts_ 
Use caution for app lications that 
can be aff,ected by short lived ,events_ 
"Ongoing'" drought areas are 
based on the u _s_ Drouglnt rM onitor 
areas (intensities of D 1 to 0 4 )-

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least 
a 1-category improvement in the 
Drought Monitor intensity levels by 
the end of the period, although 
drought will remain _ The green 
areas imply drought removal by the 
end of the perio d (DO or none)_ 

■ Drought persists/intensifies 

Drought remains but improves 

■ Drought removal likely 

Drought development likely 

http://go.usa.gov/hH Te 



Upper Colorado 
Basin

WY Precip to Date 94% (23.9”)

Current Basin Snowpack NA

(Avg 1981-2010)

Precipitation - Colorado River Basin 
As of July 13, 2015 



http://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/snow/station/sweplot/sweplot2.cgi?yrList=avg&yrList=2014&yrList=2015&stationList=AROC2&stationList=
BBSW4&stationList=BFTU1&stationList=BGSW4&stationList=BLSC2&stationList=BNDU1&stationList=BRTC2&stationList=BTLW4&statio
nList=BTSC2&stationList=BUFC2&stationList=BUFU1&stationList=BURC2&stationList=BUTC2&stationList=CADC2&stationList=CHAN5&
stationList=CJSU1&stationList=CMBC2&stationList=COLC2&stationList=CPMC2&stationList=CPSC2&stationList=CRSC2&stationList=CS
CC2&stationList=CSPU1&stationList=CUCU1&stationList=CUMC2&stationList=CWHU1&stationList=DCPU1&stationList=DRLC2&stationL
ist=DRSU1&stationList=DSTU1&stationList=DVDW4&stationList=EDSC2&stationList=EKPW4&stationList=ELKC2&stationList=ERDW4&s
tationList=EWCU1&stationList=FMTC2&stationList=FPLU1&stationList=GRVW4&stationList=GUNW4&stationList=GZPC2&stationList=H
APC2&stationList=HEWU1&stationList=HIRU1&stationList=HMKW4&stationList=HOOC2&stationList=HPSU1&stationList=IDPC2&statio
nList=IDRC2&stationList=INCW4&stationList=IVHC2&stationList=KGCU1&stationList=KLLW4&stationList=KLNC2&stationList=KNDW4&
stationList=LBNU1&stationList=LFKU1&stationList=LIZC2&stationList=LKFU1&stationList=LKIC2&stationList=LNCC2&stationList=LOPW
4&stationList=LOTC2&stationList=LPDC2&stationList=LSMU1&stationList=LYNC2&stationList=MCDU1&stationList=MCPC2&stationList=
MCYC2&stationList=MDLC2&stationList=MESC2&stationList=MFKC2&stationList=MINC2&stationList=MLSC2&stationList=MMTU1&stati
onList=MNCC2&stationList=NFLW4&stationList=NLSC2&stationList=NSSC2&stationList=OLDW4&stationList=OVRC2&stationList=PHTC
2&stationList=PKCC2&stationList=PRPC2&stationList=PRVC2&stationList=RCKU1&stationList=RCPC2&stationList=RESC2&stationList=R
MPC2&stationList=RPRU1&stationList=SCDW4&stationList=SCKU1&stationList=SCSC2&stationList=SEEU1&stationList=SHSC2&stationL
ist=SLMC2&stationList=SNIW4&stationList=SOSC2&stationList=SPKU1&stationList=SPSC2&stationList=SRSW4&stationList=STDU1&st
ationList=STPC2&stationList=SUMC2&stationList=TCKU1&stationList=TLNU1&stationList=TLSC2&stationList=TOWC2&stationList=TRL
U1&stationList=TRPW4&stationList=USJC2&stationList=VALC2&stationList=VLMC2&stationList=WCSC2&stationList=WLLC2&stationList
=WPKW4&stationList=WRVU1&stationList=WSTU1&monly=0&tavg=s&hsim=&hires=on&index=&dbsvr=&indextitle=Colorado+Basin+
above+Lake+Powell+118+sit
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Colorado Basin River Forecast Center 
Colorado Basin above Lake Powell 118 sit Group 
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http://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/product/mapsum/mapsum.php?area=cbrfc

Monthly Precipitation for June 2015 
(Averaged by Hydrologic Unit ) 

%Average 
- >150% 

- 129-150% 

~110 -1 29% 

c=J 100 - 109% 

~ 90 - 99% 

c=J 70 - 89% 

- 50 - 69% 

- < 50% 

~ Not Reported 

Prepared by 
NOAA, Nalbrel \\t,a lher SelV re 
Cobrado Basi"i River Forecast Cente r 
Sall Lake Qty, Ulah 
www.cbrfc.roaa .g;>v 
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Seasonal Precipitation, October 2014 - June 2015 
(Averaged by Hyci"ologic Unit) 

%Average 
- > 150% 

- 129-1 50% 

~110 -1 29% 

~100 -1 09% 

~ 90 - 99% 

~70-89% 

- 50 - 69% 

- <50% 

~ Not Reported 

Prepared by 
NOAA, Nalioral \'lea ther Servce 
Cob rado Basin Rive r Forecast Ce nte r 
Sall Lake Cfty, Utah 
www.cbrfc. roaa .r;JJv 
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Mo nth ly Preci :p i·tati on at M cCarra n I nternati·o na I Ai.r,port, Las V,egas J NV 

- Recorded Value (inches) 

- Normal- Onches) 
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Cumulativ,e IPrecipitati;on at McCarran llnternational Airport, Las V,egas,. NV 

- cumulative Value (inc hes) 
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Water Use in Southern Nevada



Water Use in Southern Nevada
January 2015

*Subject to final accounting.

Difference =      -6,522 af

2015*: Consumptive Use = 74,684 af

2014*:   Consumptive Use = 81,206 af

Water Use in Southern Nevada 
January - May 2015 



Questions?

Warren Turkett

wturkett@crc.nv.gov 


