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*MAF=Million Acre-Feet 

**30-year average, from 1981-2010 (current normal)

• WY 2015 (observed): 10.17 94%

• April-July 2015 (observed): 6.71 94%

• September (observed): 0.28 68%

• October (forecasted): 0.35 68%

MAF* % Avg**

Unregulated Inflow Into Lake Powell 
As of October 5, 2015 



1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
197 1 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
198 1 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 

-< 1989 
: 1990 
-, 199 1 

1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
200 2 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
200 7 
2008 
200 9 
2010 
2011 
201 2 
201 3 
2014 
201 5 

Min 201 6 
Most 201 6 
Max 201 6 

0 

J 

I 

I 

Water Year Unregulated Inflow Volume (MAF) 

..... 
C,11 0 

I I 

J l 

JI I 
I 

J I 
I 

J 

I I J 

J I 

I 

J 
J 

J 
J 

J I 

J 
J 

I 
J 

J 

J 
I 

I 

II 

I J 

I _J 

I 

..... 
C,11 

J 

J 

J 
J 

I 

,. ,...J 
< 
Ill ... 
II 

CIQ 
!'! 
.... 

:Ge 
-3 J 

= 1 I 
i +? 

l!J 
J 

J 

~ 
(1) 
-, 
CJ 

OQ 
(1) 

.... 
D 
co 
w 
3 
CJ -...... 
'-0 
00 

7" 
r,..; 
0 ...... 
.s 

J 
J 

J 

I 

r-.:i 
0 
_I 

_J 

I 
J 

(.I') V, :E ro v, ID 
"O (I) "C D,) 

s-0 3:~ 
CJ S 0 ""'I 
X -· u, 
"D :, .+ -< 
-, "D "'Ill (D 0 -, ... 

D,) O" 0 0 
•• O" C" ""'I .... . . .. N 
0'1 0'1 '° 0 w w N .... 
0 U) '° O"I 
I-" \.0 0 Tl 
3 3 3 o 
CJ Q) Ill ""'I 

-- - (D -- -n 
~ tf: 00 D,) 

m * en'#. u, 
~ - - r+ 

r-.:i 
C,11 

rs» 
" !~ 

0 .... 0 
0 C'D < 3 ..., <: 

"'C -< C'D 
Q) - -"""'I • ., --· ~ ~ ..., C: 
::::, I\.) ::J 
:E O.., 
:=i.'. ..... C'D 
::::,- a,(C 
I -r, C: 
- · 0 -~ ..., DJ 
0 C'D ,..,. 
'< n C'D ~ a. 

en -.... ::J 

"""' -0 :e 



Percent of
Capacity

Δ from last year

Lake Mead elev. 1078.38 ft 38% 3.28 ft

Lake Powell elev. 3,605.72 ft 51% .32 ft

Total System 
Storage (10/2015)

30.25 maf 51%

0.16 maf

Total System 
Storage (10/2014)

30.09 maf 50%

Storage Conditions 
As of October 5, 2015 

• 
• 



Colorado River Reservoir Storages

Basin Reservoir Max Storage *Current Storage Percentage Current Storage subtotals 

Upper Basin

Crystal Reservoir 17,356 16,051 92%

5,878,033

Flaming Gorge 3,749,000 3,427,241 91%

Fontenelle 344,800 247,759 72%

Morrow Point 117,190 100,468 86%

Blue Mesa 829,500 701,922 85%

Navajo 1,696,000 1,384,592 82%

Lake Powell 24,322,000 12,355,552 51%

Lower Basin

Lake Mead 26,120,000 9,883,000 38%

Lake Mohave 1,809,800 1,569,200 87%
2,130,100

Lake Havasu 619,400 560,900 91%

TOTAL 59,625,046 30,246,685 51%

*Data current as 10/11/2015

http://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/hourly/levels.html

http://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/rsvrs/ops/r40day.html

Reservoir Storage 
As of October 11, 2015 
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Lake Powelli Projections 
!Reclamation's September 24-Month Study 
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----- August 2015 Probable Max im um Inflow w ith Lake Powell Relea.se of 9.00· mat in WY 2015 and 11 A3 mat in WY 2016 

- - September 2015 Most Probable Inflow w ith Lake Po,well Release of 9.00 mat in WY 2015 a.nd WY 2016 

----- August 2015 Probable M nimum Inflow with Lake Powell Relea.se of 9·.00 mat in WY 2015 and WY 2016 

- Histo,rical Elevati ons 
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Lake Mead Projections 
IReclamation's September 24-Month Study 
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----- August 2015, Probable l\t'lax im um Inflow w i1h Lake Powell Release o,f 9,_-00 maf in WY 20-15 and 11.43 maf in WY 2016-

- - September 2015 l\llost Probable Inflow w i1h Lake Powell Release -of 9.00 mat in WY 2015 and WY 2016 

----- August 20-15 Probable Mnim um Inflow w ith Lak-e Powell Release of 9·.00 ma.f in WY 2.015 and WY 2016 

- Historical E.levations 



http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/RegionalDroughtMonitor.aspx?west

U.S. Drought Monitor 
West 

~egionalDroughtMonitor.asr:,,..? .. e.,t 

October 6, 2015 
(Released ThursdaY, Oct. 8, 2015) 

Valid 8 a.m. EDT 

ntenstty. 

DO - Abnormally Dry 

01 - Moderate Drought 

- 02 - Severe Drought 

- D3-Extreme Drought 

- 04 - Exceptional Drought 



http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.png

u. s. Seasonal Drouaht Out/ook,alidfor September 17 - December 31, 2015 
Drought Tendency During ffie Valid Period Released September 17, 2015 

Author: 
Rich Tinker 
NOAAINWSINCEP/Climate Prediction Center 

Depicts large-scale trends based 
on subjectively derived pro babilities 
gui ded by short- and long-range 
statistical an d dynamical forecasts_ 
Use caution for applications that 
can be affecte d by short lived events_ 
"Ongoing" dro ught areas are 
based on the u _s _ Drought Monitor 
areas (intensities of 0 1 to 0 4 )_ 

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least 
a 1-category improvement in the 
Drought Monitor intensity levels by 
the end of the period, although 
drought will remain _ The green 
areas imply drought removal by the 
end of the period (DO or none)_ 

■ Drought persists/intensifi es 

Drought remains but improves 

■ Drought removal likely 

Drought development likely 

http://go.usa.gov/3eZ73 



Upper Colorado 
Basin

WY Precip to Date 60% (.2”)

Current Basin Snowpack NA

(Avg 1981-2010)

Precipitation - Colorado River Basin 
As of October 5, 2015 



http://www.cbrfc.noaa.gov/product/mapsum/mapsum.php?area=cbrfc

Monthly Precipitation for September 2015 
(Averaged by Hydrologic Un it) 
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Seasonal Precipitation, October 2014 - September 2015 
(Averaged by Hydrologic Un it) 

%Average 
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http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/vef/climsum/climatearchive.php
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Monthly Precipitation at McCarran International Airport, Las Vegas, NV 
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Cumulative Precipitation at McCarran International Airport, Las Vegas, NV 

- Gumu ative Value (in ches} 

_ Normall (in ches) 
January - September 2015 
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Average Monthly Temperature at McCarran Airport, Las Vegas, NV 
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Water Use in Southern Nevada



Water Use in Southern Nevada
January 2015

*Subject to final accounting.

Difference =      -4,070 af

2015*: Consumptive Use = 156,757 af

2014: Consumptive Use = 160,827 af

Water Use in Southern Nevada 
January - August 2015 



Questions?

Warren Turkett

wturkett@crc.nv.gov 


