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*MAF=Million Acre-Feet 

**30-year average, from 1981-2010 (current normal)

***Total storage includes additional Upper and Lower Basin reservoirs 

WY 2018 6.8 62%

April-July 2018 3.9    54%

MAF* % Avg**

Lake Mead                1,083.2     10.3 39%        1.4 ft

Lake Powell               3,622.1    14.0 58%        22.8 ft

Total storage***                          32.0   54%       2.5 maf

MAF* % Capacity

Projected unregulated inflow to Lake Powell

Elevation (f)Storage Δ year

Unregulated Inflow & Storage 
As of January 8, 2018 
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December precipitation 
above Lake Powell: 51%

Cumulative water year precipitation 
above Lake Powell: 56%

Monthly Precipitation - December 2017 

Prepared by NOAA, Colorado Basin River Forecast Center 
Salt Lake City, Utah, www.cbrfc.noaa.gov 
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Water Year Precipitation, October 2017 - December 2017 

Prepared by NOAA, Colorado Basin River Forecast Center 
Salt Lake City, Utah, WMV.cbrfc.noaa.gov 
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55% of Average

30 
Percent Median To Date: 55% (4.2 / 7.5) 
Percent Seasonal Median: 26% (4.2 / 16.1) 

28 Accumulation rate 0.1 in/day 
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averaged over last 3 days. 
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Colorado Basin River Forecast Center 
Lake Powell 104 Group 
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Lake Powell Projections 
Reclamation•s December 2017 24-Month Study 

I- Unregulated Inflow inlo l.al<e Powell 
wt2-018 WY2019 

I- Max·mum Probable~ 162% 130% 
Mos,t Probable I 71% 9·9% 

- Minimum !Probable I 69% 6£% 
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Upper E evation Balancing Tier 

Mid-Elevation Balancing Tier 

,..~· .. 
' .. I ,,. , , , 

' . I 
I 

' 
~ -

, 
I 
I . --....~ '< / ../rr:::.,~ ' ~ --~ .. , .. -- =-

/ 
Snowpack accumulauon , com) - 1ess runon 
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----- October 21117 Probabl,e Max,imum Inflow with Lake Powell Release of 13.•6 mat in WY 21117 and 13.4 mafinWY 2,010 

- - December 2,017 Most Probable lnflowwith Lake P-owell R.elease of9.fl mafinWY 2·1118and WY 21119 

- - -- - October 21117 Probable Minim um Inflow with Lake Powell Re lease onu mat in WY 2018 and WY 2019 

- Historical Elevations 
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Lake Mead Projections 
Reclamatiion's December 2017 24-Month Study 

1,145 Surp us Condition I I ~ _,,.-

Deoember 24 Most Probablle ProJecUons I ,,,' 
,_,,,,. - --

Projected Date Elevation (fl) ~ Change {ft)* _j,,' 
Dac-17 1082.8 1.3 .,.------
Sep-18 1077.4 -4.0 

, -, · _, ., 
Dec-18 1079.0 -2.4 _,, 
Seo-19 1071 .5 --'9.9 ~--
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----- October 2017 Probable Maximum lnfllo,w wiittl Lake Powellll Rellease of 13.6 maf -n WY 2017 and 13.4 maf in WY 2018 

- - December 2017 Mos·t Probable lnfllow wm, Lake Powellll Release of 9.0 maf mn WY 2018 and WY 2019 

----- October 2017 Probablle Minimum ln·no,wwiittl Lake Powellll Release of 9.0 maf i1n WY 2018 and WY 2019, 
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Water Use in Southern Nevada
January 2015

*Subject to final accounting.

Difference =       2,159 af    

2017: Consumptive Use = 231,059* af

2016: Consumptive Use = 228,900 af

Water Use in Southern Nevada 
January- November 2017 
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Lake Powell

• Upper Basin snowpack accumulation is currently at 55% of average.

• Increased over 22 feet from this time last year which will benefit Lake 
Mead.

Lake Mead

• Elevation is one foot higher than this time last year. 

• Lake Mead is forecasted to decrease by 2.8 feet by December 2018.

Storage Elevation (f) % Capacity year

Lake Mead 1,083.2 39% 1.4 ft

Lake Powell 3,622.1 58% 22.8 ft

Data retrieved January 8, 2018

December Reservoir Conditions (Summary) 
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Questions?

Warren Turkett, Ph.D.

wturkett@crc.nv.gov 


